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jected by the Upper Houſe, but 
F fled in the Lower Houſe. _ 
Peterborough Dr. Atterbury,Prol. Dr. Aſbion 
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Dr. Willis 
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LATE, the Archhyhop, the Biſhops, and the Clergy 17 the Prov. 4 
VV. vince, of Canterbury, in Convocation: aſſembled,” are i 
deeply ſenile. of The. many Bleſſings and Advantages of Tour Gra. 

ciout and proſperous Reign,. Amongſt which, there is none that more 
 affetts us, than the tender Care and Concern ſhewn by your N. 4je- 
l for the flour: ſbing State of Religion, and the Godly Zeal you 
have expreſs*d againſt the wicked Pr attices of Thoſe, who, by looſe 


and profane Principles, openly propagated among Jnr Subjects, have | 
endeavour'd to undermine and deſtroy it. 


We are thankful to Almighty God, who bath put. it into. Your Fi 

| Royal Heart to repreſs theſe daring and impious Attempts; and, for 14 
that End, to call upon Tour Clergy for their Counſel and Aſiſtance, 1 
I i, on many Accounts, our Duty, to do the uimolt ihat in us {| 
Ties, toward omoting ſo excellent 4 Work. We. haue, therefore, 
apply d our ſelves with Diligence to conſider the Matters to ur * 
Ferr d; and do now, in n Jour RO: es 44 
bh 2 before your Majeſty, | Lo br 55 


A REPRESENTATION; 5 geo prele 
State of Religion among Us, with regard to 


= \ late exceſſive Growth . an ee gh and 1 
> \s | Profamench. 1. - men 9 6 3 
\ TK TFT Ecannot, ned ar uolScattabls Grisf, fte that 4 
Deluge of Impiety and Licentioufneſs, which harh * 


1 | | broke i in upon us, an overſ read te Face of this 4 
t *Chorch and Kingdom; eminent, za eme Kies, 10 
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„ The Source of theſe great Evils, as far back as we have tracd 


& it, ſeems to have been, that long unnatural Rebellion, Which 


# looſen'd all the Bands of Diſcipline and Order, and OVER the — 
4 goodly Frame of our Eccleſiaſtical and 'Civil Conſtitution. N 3 
The Hypocriſy, Enthuſiaſm, and _ of wild and njon- BY 
3 Rttous Etrors, which abounded, during thoſe Confufions, begatin 
the Minds" of Men too eaſiſy e into Excremes) a flilfe. 
gad for the very Appearances of Religion, aud ended in a Spire 
Of downripht Libertiniſm and Profanetefs, which hath ever: fince 
too much prevail'd among us. It was, indeed, check d, and kept 
By for a time, by the Legal Reſtrainrs laid on the Prefs, and- 
by the juſt dread of Popery, which hung over bur Heads But, 
A! 2 ber a3 theſe Fears were removed, = thoſe'Reſtrainrs woke ta: 
ben off, it broke out with the greareft Freedom and Violence. 
There have not been wanting, Gov be praiſed, the wore Ro 


1  Qeavours of good Men to refiſt ths Growth of theſe ſpreading E. i 


 vits.” Bodi have dern written in defente of the "Fundamental — 7 
$8, whethet of naturaleot reveat'd Religion, with great Clear- p 
nes, and Strength of Argument; the vain Pleas of the fever! 
Advocates for Infidelity have been particularly confider d and re. 
Fured ; Sdrieties have been form'd, and Funds of Charity ele s. 
for the 1 of our holy Faith; bg the Pos RY Sari, i \ 
87 zee _ ren, and for the if e O Cin Ka owledge, 1 

ad aſefiff Diſcourſes, Weibel among meantr Sort, ©. 

2 —.— Variery and Number. fluthority hathi often inter- 1 * 
pos d, for the councenancing theſe excellent Debgns, for withſtan. 

ding the bold Artempts, and preventing the farther In gręaſe of L 
Itreligion and Profaneneſs. To this end, Roy yal Injunckions and 
Proclamatidns have iſſued, Acts of Parliament have Paſſed, Pro- - 

Feciitiohs at Law have been ordeted, gracious "vans, ua from the 
Throne haye beta made, and from thence luch bright | Paterus 
of Piaty «nd Verve have ſhone: foxthy as would, in any Ages leſs 
profligate than this, have die der hoppy — ano” 
al Orders of Men among usw —— Ks 
| u 
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But it muſt: 1 „ - her all an which may 
üg have been uſed, by publick or private P eiſons, to ſtop t 
Srowftbr of this Exils hate prox:d ineffectual. In the, midit of 
ſuch Diſcouragements Inſidelity bath taken deep Root, and being 
3 cultivated with Care. bath ſpread its Branches wide, and ſhot uß 
do ad amazing height, and brpught forch Fruits in great abundancs. 
„„ We forbear ro wound your Pious Ears by a particular mention 
-. 8 aw :blaſphemays, paſſages, which baye been publiſh'd 
=_ the preis. Nevenhelels, in diſcharge of the Truſt repos'd # 
3 inus by your Majeſty, we think our ſelves oblig d to lay — — 4 
5 You ſome Account of the vartaus, iteps. aken, ro undermine the 

BM wa ; of Chiiltianityz49d. to inſoct the Minds of your Peo- Bf 
ple, with Atheiſm, e e god. every pernicious and 
Aeoeſtructive Error. We hall proceed afterwards. to conſider the 
I Dark and Subtile Metheds;/ by . this Myſtery of Iniquitß 
huath been carryd on t Enquire 28 che Cauſes which have 
7 chiefly.and meth nessy given Hine to. . into be d 
denn unces with which ig has 2 attended 227 then in all hu - 
eee vet, ay be mol oe 
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Wy ni ur puns IG, 
was no ſooner happily ended; but 
openly atrack'd: en of 5 
ud ſcatterd the Poyſon of Arrias ad e ee phi ah 
parts ofthis Ki The Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons, 
in the Unity of theGod- head was then deny da 425 940 0 at, the 
Satisfaction made for the Sins of Mankind by. precious blood 
of Chriſt was renotneed and exploded; the Ancient Creeds 7 
the Church were repteſented as unwarrantable Impoſit ions, and 
tate with Terms af the utmoſt Contumely and 2 And 
the uf theſe. wicked Errots and Blaſphemies ptoceeded 
5 wich, 28 litle 22 and Caution, as if {oi w Law had been 
Fayou — ? that Care had been taken 
"by. 
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mons were preach'd in Defence of them. 
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by thoſe, who paſyd the'A& of Indulgence, expreſlyeo exclude 
Them from the Benefit of it. 
In defiance of this Act, and of all the Jaws cben in Forks, they 
not only own'd their peſtilent Errors, but ſet up for making Proſe- 
tyres, by a multitude of wicked Books and Pamphlets, which for - 
- fome years, they os nt from the. Preſs, Roy or Diſ -. 
-couragement.”, + * i men! voy nyo; ee 
They ar laſt Piece fo far; a8 even to ſet up a Religious Aſ. 
ſembly, where Divine Worſhip was publicly — in a 
Way agreeable to the Principles of the Unifarians, and weekly Ser. 


Nor have theſe Hereticks been with held, by the publick No: | 
tice lately taken of their wicked Poſitions, from venting them a- 
new, and with yet greater boldneſs. Even at the time when we 
are thus met by Your Majeſty's Writ, and exhorted by your 
Sracious Letter to conſult of abs for repreſſing ſuch Impieties, 
a Book hath been Printed. wherein the Arrian Doctrine is avowy d 
and maintain d, and a Promiſe is made of evineing the Truth of 
it, by large and elaborate Proofs in other Treaties, from the ſame 
\ Hand, which are ſoon to follow. To this Book the Author 
' hath ptefix'd his Name, and hath not been afraid to Dedicate it 

to the Archbiſhop, Biſhops and Clergy of this Province in Con- 
-yocation. aſſembled being, as we have ſome Reaſon to believe, 
Jupported in this Undertaking, and encourag d to proſecute it, by 
the liberal Contributions, and inſidious Applauſes of Thoſe, who / 
are the determin'd Enemies of all Religion and Goodneſs.  / 
It was by ſuch Men as theſe that the Socinian Tracts, when 
ficſt_publiſh'd-were much countenanc'd and recommended +. For 
they well knew, that the chief Articles of the Chriſtian Faith g's 
ing once ſhaken, a Way would by that means be open'd, and th 
Minds of Men prepar d, for the Attacks, which might afterwards 
he made on Chriſtianity it ſelf; and. into een the ee * 
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Signarutes. of Truth; and eaſier to he contemn'd, than diſprov'd, upon 
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che. Foot of the Arguments urg'd in behalf of the Truth of Chriſtiaz 


| [24004 n eee 4 OS 
They, have, With Oftentation, | enumerared the ſeveral Spurious 


tepreſent as Times of great Fraud 
of great Ignorance and Credulity, 
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en ae: X ne. | been 
| vanced,in behalf of tbe . Privilege, of being cranſlared ro Heaven, 
without dying, according to the Terms of the Covenant of Grace 
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Jof their 
mit d. their Iategricy they ma 
pealꝰd to their Authority, as. decifiye, in favour.of a PIA 
they wou'd haye refus afluded by it ig 
whatſoever. 5 | 3 
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We pretend not to have made n full Diſcovery of all the dark ant 

fubrle Wiles, by whieh the Inſtruments of - Satan have endenvour u 

| ro eſtabliſh his Kingdom, and to introduce a general L.ooſeneſe tf 
|| Principles and Practicet among us: But theſe, Which We have 91 ]. 
| kid before your Mafeſty, are too obvious and manifeſt, not to be b. 
BY ferv'd and complain d of by ns. © * 1 | [NS] L 20 & e TH 1 75 1337744 WA 
However, neither theſe, nor any other wicked Arty and Methods, 
how craftily ſoever contriv'd, and how induſtriouſly ſoever purſe*d,. 
would have met wich ſo remarkable Succefs, had not other "CAUSES: 


the Growth of itreligious A 1 „0877 
Among the chief of theſe, we reckon, the Removal ef chat Re. 


fore had been whiſper d only in ONS, the Diſſolute and 
| re, now. ed in our Streets, and Tent abroad vo pol 
flute the Minds of yout Mijeſty's Subjects, in all parts of Tour Do- 


minions. eee e 


oram of the People; who had an 


8 
p jhoſe, who 
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and Circamftances concurr'd to help forward the Event, and fovour | 
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Bod be thinked, ar chat very time a diſſerout Spirit prevail'# ; ande 
grearSums of Money were by publick Authority: provide d, and ap- 9 # 
ply*d' fer the building, ſupporting, and adorning of Churches: Ad 
we cannot but hape, but this Glorious Work whichyour'Majelty, , / - 
at our humble Requeſt way HD] ee e e toyour © : 
Parliament';' iofhe Advancementiof Mbiobg the Zeal of : Your Par. / 
liamenc; ihffuended by tha of 'YourOMajeſty; bal. alrcady made ifb 
great a progreſs, will be ſpeedily! accompliſh u by aw ample provifion } | 
lor che Watt of that Riad, under which the Inbabitonts of theſe two 
papulous Cities have bivberto labout di They habeujðHi⅝z fon a dong trat 
of Time, Year after Year, exceedingly increm d, without a -propory 
tionable'Increaſe of the Churches and Chepẽls appointed 10 receive 
chem: By which means vuſt Number of Souls Have been excludeft 
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do Chtriſt and his Doctrine The Prevalence) of 


kind, 
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enable You to finiſh, as, Gloriquſly as, au: have hicherco carry it on) 


Religion and Gogdneſs; 2.101458 bus owe aan Tana I nyo 
| Thhar this might not be out on Os ſe, Y-our:; Mszeſtq; 
to uſe, your powerful luſſue nes with ahę Statt , Head, 


Was pleas?d 


Ie nand to 
employ Your: Royab Bounty fon the building of a Chufch. in which 
Your, Sabjects might ſerve; God abroad, -with rhe. ſame Deceney and 
Order as at Home, and be. inſtructed in ſuch Relgious:Principles: as 


ilicary Lie is, wo much expoſed; ; But: ndtwiekfandie: this De- 
Majeſty c and ſedi⁰, promoted by 7 


. * * 


ſign is piouſſy intended by Vour 


-the liberal Contributions of Vout Subjechs in he Army; We cannot 
5 but lament that foreign Vices too eaſilʒ learmt in the Camp have from 
thence: ſpread themſelves, by little ond lictle,; gbro{iche ſeveral: Rank: 


of Men at Home, ani occaſi on'd: 4 viſible ieee of Luxx, Li- 
bertiniſm, and Profaneneſs. Falſe Notions of Honour have made that 
reputable, which: the: Religion of Chriſt unterly cqnde mis . und that 
Infamous, which it commands under the bigheſt Penalties: So that 


They, who. ſtill dare to own themſelves Obriſtienh, by. note ſending 


a Challenge, when affronted, or not accepting ir, hen ſent, axe real- 
ly in a State of Petſecurion, on the Account of- t 


i N Of Principles ab 
Practiſes doth, in our humble Opinion, tend, not only to: the Difho- 


| nour, but even to che Dizbelief of the Goſpel, among thoſe, who arg 


either perſuaded, that it is lawful, and laudable, or, wirhout ſuch a 


Perſwaſion, dererwin?d; to act ini Contradittios to che: plain Precepts 
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Opportunity for: the Advancement f their / Cauſet;ʒ ro,which;nothing 
iz, ſo ſerviceable as Scepuiciſi, and looſeneſo of Life; And theſe, there- 
foe, they have ways. encouraged to the: beſt of their, Power. They 
ha e ſwarm' q in our Streeg of date Years,” ang--anye; been; Jer. buſy 
in making Converts: And, ſince: their: known way ef dealing;/1n ſuch 
Caſes, is co bring Men round to Iafallibility by the way of In:delity; 
we , ma not bur their ſubtle Art, and reſtleſs Endeavours of this 


be reckon?d one Cauſe of the preſent Growtb-of. Irreligion 
, og feng fond i dbidght 
Other Cauſes have ia}ſgconcurr?d; As the want of a vigorous Exc- 


ceutien of thoſe Laws, Proclamations, aad Iajunctions, Which were 
J 6 775 3 SS05G011 00) Dant gf | 
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_ i piquſly;fram'd; and the faint and inefſactual. Profecurians, of ſame no: 
toriqus Offenders z By: which means, pat was deſigntd to curb and 
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and that the Deftructipn of ir, by the Deluge, might in like manner 
be exphinꝰd. For the Tendercy of ſuch;Atremps hath been, to con- 
fine the Thoughts of! ee to intimate, how lit- 
tle the Wiſdom of- God was concern'd in making the World. 


U[f[If i r i eronok 44:9 > 

But Theſe, and ſuch cauſes as theſe, baving a leſs general and 
diſceruable Influence towards producing the Evils complain'd of; we 
have choſen rather to reſt in the, conſidetation of choſe, which are 
more extenſive and apparest, and have been remarkably fruitful of 44 
the Ill Conſequences, which we are next to lay before Your Majeſty. | 


BET UA SET 2EGT 2129120101 200 20-250000510603 1 cc hf 21:6 
The Diſhonour, which the late exceſſive Growth of lofidelity4 A 
ereſy, and Profaneneſs, hath brought on our holy Faith, on oug 

Church, and Nation, is too great. to be, diſregarded, and roo manifeſt 

to be diſſembled. The Goſpel cannot but be hlemiſed by this Rę- 

flection, Thar, at a Time; when che; ftrongęſt Evidences of its Di- 
vine Original have been produc'd, and; ſei in che faireſt Light, ſo many 
ſhould revolt from it. Hur Eccleſiaſtical and Civil Conſtitution muſt 
needs undergo Reproach; at if we either wanted Laws to puůhiſu 
{uch Enormities, or Zeal tos turn theſedge of thoſe Laws upon during 


7 


Offer Ser iq 30 gang: ow: qunrm cl yd boon 368 1 : 
r Wd, v3 ciotd ng BD 45 1108 
It is lamentable to reflect, how maby Souls have been loſt, by im- 
bibing; wicked Doctrines from. rhoſe Books, which have been ſcar= 
ter'd for ſeveral Years with Impunicy through this Kingdom; how 
many more are endanger'd by too near Approaches towards Infidelity, 
though they have not as yet actually arriv'd to it.; That a Spirit of 
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(14%) 
Indifſcrence and Neutrality in Religion hath been 'iofurd, through 
ſuch Vehicles, into the Minds of Men, and hath, ar laft, fo far pre. 
vai''d, as to become the Diſtinguiſhing Character of the Age we live 
in. 5 | | 2. 

We doubt nor, but that divers of Your Majeſty's Subjects, either 
by the Scandal ariſing from the late obſervable Growth of Profane- 
n-ſ;, or by ſharing the Contegion of ir, have ar laſt been perverted to 
Popery; and we are ſure, that many of them have been made worſe 
Men, and worſe Subjects, by the means of it. For infidelity, where 
embracd, cancels all the ſtrongeſt Obliga:ions of Duty, and diſſolves 
choſe Religious Bands of Obedience, by which the Thrones of Prin- 
ces are beſt ſecur'd, and their Authority moſt firmly ſupported; And 
therefore, we cannot but obſerve to. Your Majeſty, that, they, who 
deilted Churches, and Creeds, and Myſteries, were the ſame who in» 
ſulted the Memory, and juſtify*d the Murder of the Royal Murtyr ; - 
applauced* the Rebellion raid 8gainſt Him, and have taken a great 
deal of wicked Pains,” in. collecting and publiſhing the Works of 
thoſe Writers, who were the moſt declar'd and irreconcilable Ene- 
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But the worſt Conſequence of our Impieties is, that they have made 
us obnox1ous to the Diſpleaſure of Almighty God; who may Juſtly, 
on their Account, be provok'd to viſit us with his ſevereſt Judg- 
ments, by ſtopping the continued Current of Succeſs, with which 
he hath hitherto bleſs'd our! Affairs, and delivering us ioto the Hands. 
of our Enemies; by wihdrawing the pure Light of his Goſpel from 
us, and letting in the Abotninations of Popery among us. 


Our only Comfort under | this ſad Proſpect, is, That as für 


continue uatainted by it; many, who, imitating the pious Example 
ſet by Your Majeſty, bold faſt the Profeſſion of their Faith without wavere, 
ing, and ador it with all manner of Chriſtian Graces and Virtues. 
in the midſt of a perverſe and crooked Generation. For the mighty 
Growth of Infilelity hath been attended with one good Conſequence, 


awong divers Ii ones; That the Zeal of devour Perſons, bath there-. 
by been excited to de every thing, that in them lay, towards reſis. 
fting and ſtemming this Torrent of Iwpiety. Nor have their En- 

- b . ; 7 deavours: 
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ard wide as the Infection hath ſpread; there are many. ſtill left, who. 
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deavours been f-uitleſs;/0ur Eyes daily. ſee the publick and happy: 
Effects of them. Divine Service, and Sacraments, have of late been 
oftner celebrated, and better frequented, than formerly; ; the Catechi- 
ſing of Youth bath been more generally practisꝰd, and with Streiter 
3 Succeſs: Vaſt Sums have been furniſh'd by p ivare Contributors, to 
ſuſtain the Charge of Educating poor Children ig a- pious and uſe- 
ful manner; aud many other new and noble Inftitutions of Charity 
have been ſer on Foo!, of which ſome mention was made in the Ea- | 
trance of the account, now laid before Your Majeſty. 


Of theſe We already feel the good Influence, and hope, that 
they may hereafter prove a Remedy equal to the Diſeaſe, under 
which We labour. In the meantime, other Methods of redreſſing 
theſe great Miſchiefs may, we humbly conceive, be ſucceſsfully 

try'd ; ſuch as the Courſe of the foregoing Reflections, and Your 
Majeſty's t Wiſdom and Piety have ef 55 ſuggefiod!. to 
ou. 


We entertain not the leaſt 40 of Your Majeſty s firm Reſo- 
880 to render the Laws, and Edicts, ſet forth for the Suppreſ- 
ſio of Immorality and Profaneneſs, uſeful to that Purpoſe, by an 
impartial and vigorous Execution of them; and to reform the 
Corruptions of the Stage, which have been ſo inſtrumental in vitia- 
ting young and innocent Minds, and have given Matter of ſo jult⸗ 
Offence to all ſerious and devout Chriſtians. i © 


We are entirely perſuaded, that Your Majeſty will, in the je me 
F effedtual manner, diſcountenance all ſuch Perſons, as are Profli- 
gate in their Lives, or the known Abettors and Spreaders of im- 
3 pious Opinions, by e them from all N of A 
Royal Favour. 


i 4 


And we promiſe our ae 1 the ay Applicktion of | 
theſe Remedies, which Your Majeſty alone is able (and not mote 
ao land 1 111 to apply, great and my Effeds. 17 25 

We 
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16 ) 
We are entirely perſuaded, that Vour-Majeſty will in the moſt 
effects manner diſcountenance all ſuch perſons as are profligate 
in their Lives, or the known Abettors and Spreaders of impious 
Opinions; and the repeated Aſſurances which Your Msajeſty (whom 
Gop long preſerve) hath been pleaſed to give to Your People, of 
Your Care to tranſmit the Sueceſſion of the Crown in the Prote- - 
ſtant Line, as eſtabliſh'd by Law, give us great hopes, that our 
Enemies of the Romiſb Communion, Will at laſt be effectually dif- 
couraged fiom attempting the Ruin of that excellent Church, of 
which, under Chriſt, Your Mey, x is the gs fene ind 
ee Defender. 7 apr \ 


With inexpreſſible Satisfaction we refle& upon 2 chat 770 
viſion made by the preſent Parliament for Fifty New Churches, 
and we pleaſe ourſelves with a proſpect of the Ground, Which will 
every Day be gain'd, by this means, upon Vice and Irreligion'; ® 

when all Excuſes for non-attendance on the publick Worſhip will 
de remoy'd, and the Law, which makes thoſe, who abitain from | 
all forts of Religious Aſſemblies, till obnoxious. to Puniſhment, 

) may be exerted in its utmoſt Force, without sc er en 

of. Complaint to any Man. | 5 1 


* Nor are we without hope, that held our e Synodicil Aſſemblies, 
regularly and conſtantly held, may be one uſeful means of check- 
g the Attempts ot profane Men, and preventing the Growth 
* pernicious Errors. Eſpecially, if, by the Authority, or Inter- 
vention of ſuch Synods, ſome way might be found to reſtore . the 
Diſcipline of the Church, now too much relax d and decay d, to 
its priſtine Life and Vigor; and to ſtrengthen the ordinary Juriſ- 
dition of Eccleſiaſtical Courts, now too much reſtrain'd and in- 
feebled : Both which Ends, as far as they ſhall appear to be ſub - 
ſervient to the Intereſts of Religion and Vertue, and no ways to 
interfere with the Laws and Liberties of our Country, We do not, 
under the propitious In fluence of Your Majeſty < Action 1 
Gelpatr of attaining. Bur 
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But that, for which we at preſent, in moſt earneſt, and moſt 
humble manner addreſs our ſelves to Youg Majeſty, is, That by 
Your Royal Interpoſition, an Ac may be obtain'd, for reſtrainiog 
the preſent exceſſive and ſcandalous Liberty of Printing wicked 
Books at Home, or importing the like from abroad, in ſuch man- 
ner, as to the Wiſdom of Your Majeſty and Your Parliament ſhall © 
ſeem moſt Expedient. For, as we take this to have been the 
chief Source and Cauſe of theſe Evils, whereof we now complain; 
ſo we queſtion not, but that the Removal of it wou'd be the moſt 
3 Afpeedy and effectual Cure of them. EE 


Our daily and fervent Prayer to God is, That Your Majeſty | 
may be the happy Inſtrument of theſe, and many other Bleſſings, 4 
to this Church and State; That You may be as Proſperous in Your 
Deſigns againſt Infidelity, and Vice, here at Home, as You have 
been in all Your Undertakings againſt the common Enemy A. i 
broad; and may, by that means, add, what alone is wanting to 
compleat the Glory, and crownthe Succeſſes of Yourever memo- 
rable Reign. A a =} — 
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